
 

 
For Immediate Release  

Rural Infrastructure Authority awards grants for projects in 14 South Carolina communities 
 
 

COLUMBIA, S.C. – February 28, 2013 – The SC Rural Infrastructure Authority (RIA) has awarded 
nearly $3.8 million in grants for 14 water, sewer and drainage projects in 13 counties across the state. 
These projects will benefit more than 8,000 residents.  
 
“Setting the table is a key part of economic development success. The RIA grants help those 
communities lacking resources in making the infrastructure improvements necessary for them to 
succeed and remain sustainable,” said Secretary of Commerce Bobby Hitt, who also serves as 
chairman of the RIA’s Board of Directors.  
 
In addition to the funding awarded by the RIA, the applicants leveraged an additional $25 million from 
other funding sources to contribute to these projects. Eligible activities included upgrades, 
improvement or extension of water or sewer infrastructure. More than 70 percent of the funded 
projects were upgrades to address health and environmental issues that will improve the capacity of 
existing systems to serve customers and prepare for economic development. The funded projects 
also include extension of water lines to areas experiencing dry or failing wells that are subject to 
bacteria and contamination, and improvement of facilities to address storm water flooding conditions 
in low-lying areas.  
 
The grants were awarded through a competitive process that focused on environmental quality 
standards and public health concerns. Applications were reviewed using several criteria including: 
severity of the problem, expected benefits, feasibility of the project, readiness to begin construction 
and cost reasonableness.  
 
A full list of grant recipients is listed below.  
 
The eligible entities that can apply for grant funding include any municipality, county, special purpose 
or public service district, or public works commission primarily within areas designated as distressed 
or least developed.  
 
The RIA is a newly-formed state agency that is housed at the Department of Commerce. The purpose 
of the RIA is to support the construction and improvement of rural infrastructure through competitive 
grants and other financial assistance. The RIA is governed by a Board of Directors, and the Secretary 
of Commerce serves as the chairman. All funding decisions were made by the board. 
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South Carolina Rural Infrastructure Authority List of Funded Projects (February 2013) 

Alligator Rural Water & 

Sewer Company Wastewater Treatment Plant Construction $350,000 

City of Belton Murphy/Benton Road Water Project $29,900 



Cherokee County/Grassy 

Ponds Water Company Potter Road Water Line $124,000 

Darlington County South Darlington Watershed Project $600,000 

Donalds-Due West Water & 

Sewer Authority Deer Run Road Water Line $94,525 

City of Hartsville Black Creek Force Main Upgrade $332,000 

Town of Hemingway Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements $350,000 

Town of Latta 

Northeast Latta Water & Sewer System 

Upgrades $344,828 

Laurens County Water & 

Sewer Commission 

Hickory Tavern and Princeton 

Communities’  Water System Improvements $347,239 

Town of New Ellenton 

Wastewater Collection & Treatment 

System Upgrades $350,000 

Town of Olanta Olanta Well Upgrade $50,589 

Town of Sharon Sharon Well System Upgrade $350,000 

Town of Winnsboro Replace Sewer Line to Treatment Plant $272,492 

Town of Yemassee 

Zahler Street Elevated Water Tank 

Replacement $252,500 

 


